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man understood that, though the forms of independ-
ence and the semblance of progress must be kept up,
there was really no hope of a truly Hellenic revival,
and with his hopes and his courage he lost all his
patriotic ambitions. In this juncture he was satis-
fied with the husks which the diplomats threw to
Greece, and blustered and threatened war to attain
a compromise which should keep him in office and
in peace with the King, whom he would gladly have
rid Greece of if it had been practicable.

In the struggle with diplomacy he so far gained
his point that there was an adjustment of the fron-
tiers in accordance with the treaty. The commission
for the delimitation, at the head of which was Gen-
eral Hamley, met at Athens with the intention of
beginning the trace from the Epirote side, and I had
made all my preparations for accompanying it, when
there happened one of those curious mischances
which are possible only in the East. The summer
was hot and dry, and the mayor of Athens, foresee-
ing a drought, had decided to turn the stream known
as the "washerwoman's brook," one of the few
perennial sources in the vicinity, into the aqueduct
which supplied the city with drinking water. As
all the dirty clothes of Athens, comprising those of
the military hospital, in which there were grave
cases of typhoid, were washed in that stream, the
consequences were soon evident in a great outbreak
of the malady in the city, the victims being estimated
at 10,000 persons; and, two days before that on
which the commission was to start on its work, I was